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mind, so as to make us entertaining company for each
other, without being miserable when we are neither visiting
nor visited? Can you bend your love and esteem and in-
difference to others the same way as I do mine? Shall I
have so much power in your heart, or you so much govern-
ment of your passions, as to grow in good humour upon my

approach, though provoked by a --------? Have you so

much good-nature as to endeavour by soft words to smooth
any rugged humour occasioned by the cross accidents of
life? Shall the place wherever your husband Is thrown be
more welcome than courts or cities without him? In short.,
these are some of the necessary methods to please men,
who, like me, are deep-read in the world; and to a person
thus made, I should be proud in giving all due returns to-
wards making her happy. These are the questions I have
always resolved to propose to her with whom I meant to
pass my life; and whenever you can heartily answer them
in the affirmative, I shall be blessed to have you in my
arms, without regarding whether your person be beautiful,
or your fortune large. Cleanliness in the first, and com-
petency in the other, is all I look for. I desire, indeed, a
plentiful revenue, but would rather it should be of my own;
though I should bear from a wife to be reproached for the
greatest.1

I have said all I can possibly say in answer to any part
of your letter, and in telling you my clear opinion as to
matters between us. I singled you out at first from the rest
of women; and I expect not to be used like a common
lover. When you think fit to send me an answer to this

without--------, I shall then approve myself, by all means

you shall command, Madam,

Your most obedient humble servant,

JONATHAN SWIFT.

1 The most opposite views have been taken of the terms of this
letter, "but two examples will suffice. Jeffreys says ("Edinburgh
Review," xxvii, 28) that Swift exhibits in it "meanness, selfishness,
and brutality," and writes "in the most insolent and hypocritical
terms''; while Churton Collins ("Jonathan Swift," p. 36) thinks Swift
acted "in every way honourably and straightforwardly," and "ex-
presses himself in terms of chivalrous devotion." Varina died un-
married, hut survived for many years, as appears from the grant of
administration of her effects which was issued to her stepfather,
Robert Greene, on behalf of her mother and sister Fenekin, on
2 November, 1720. evidence of his having been a good
